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Introduction

For the last eight years, efforts have been underway in the U.S. to evolve a National

Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI).  The assumptions behind this effort were that

many organizations had acquried capabilties to create and manipulate digital

geographic data, many of the same data sets were required by different organizations,

many data were being redundantly generated, many data were difficult to locate and

use, and large of amounts of funding were being expended with relatively little

return.  The fundamental goal of the NSDI was to encourage data sharing to address

some of the issues just identified.  Various actions were identified such as better

documentation of, indexing of, and access to data (clearinghouse) and shared data

development (standards, framework, and partnerships).  The program has had mixed

success.  Certainly the awareness of the value of sharing data has been raised.

However, whether more data are actually available, shared, and less costly are

debatable issues.  Additionally, coordination efforts on some fronts seem to have a

goal of bureaucracy creation rather than data sharing.  This presentation will

explore the actions initially taken in the U.S. and the spread and diversity of

spatial data infrastructures globally.  It will close with a discussion from a

personal perspective on the progress and measures of success in development of

spatial data infrastructures.
