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Better tube and bus services, rail improvements including Orbirail and the three major new rail projects 
(Thameslink 2000, Crossrail and the South West to Hackney lines) and river crossings together with DLR 
extension and new tram networks will increase the accessibility of a wide range of locations, focused 
around good transport interchanges. 

This greatly improved public transport system opens up for development or redevelopment sites varying in 
size, accessibility and availability - from huge sites like the Stratford railway lands to small opportunities in 
or close to town centres all over London.  In these locations, development will be at higher densities, 
dependent on the capacity of public transport.  Appropriate to size and location, they will combine a mix of 
housing types and tenures and a mix of uses, including offices and work-spaces, shops, leisure facilities 
and, on larger sites, services such as schools and health care as well as open space.  

All I said about GIS in January is brought into high relief by the evolving London Plan and how it will be 
implemented, which I will say more about in my speech.  The Strategy for London's future will only succeed 
if the key players co-operate and work on the basis of common and comprehensive area data.  In the first 
instance, this is vital for the GLA and its family.  The GLA is the strategic planning authority.  TfL will control 
or influence most of the transport investment in London.  The LDA deals with regeneration, training and has 
powers to acquire and dispose of land. 

The 33 London boroughs are key partners, as local planning, housing and regeneration authorities.  But the 
private sector has both the resources and the development expertise, while London's community and 
voluntary sectors must be engaged.  All need to work together with a shared understanding of the issues 
and problems facing different parts of London and how those parts interact, if the Plan is to work on the 
ground. 

GIS is crucial, not just for the London Plan but for other strategies, Borough Community Strategies and for 
the investment plans of other public and private organisations.  The case for a geographic information 
system, which is common or compatible for the GLA and its family, for the boroughs and for other 
stakeholders is overwhelming.  The GLA, as London's elected strategic authority, has a responsibility to 
take the lead in developing a GI strategy. 

A GI strategy for London must be policy-led, driven by a policy group which brings together the key partners 
at a senior level. Its should be responsible for setting priorities and objectives, encouraging partnerships 
and data sharing, monitoring and reviewing progress and raising awareness. This group should steer a 
small, highly competent technical team, providing the management expertise. It should draw up the action 
plan, ratify data interchange standards and procedures, set up data working groups (eg. on social 
exclusion, crime, neighbourhoods, health, housing, the environment, democracy) and report on progress to 
the policy group.  

Work needs to start in earnest on the London GI strategy.  I will be putting proposals to the Mayor in the 
next month or so to initiate the process. 


