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Editorial
Happy New Year!

2009 is a busy and exciting year for Geophysics. While the International Polar 
Year http://www.ipy.org/ draws to a close with a series of conferences ending 
March 31st, the International Year of Astronomy is kicking off. 2009 also brings 
the 150th anniversary of the publication of Charles Darwin’s Origin of Species, 
and the 200th anniversary of his birth.

As well as our regular features, we have used this issue to help you get ready for 
the new year, with a section on conferences and deadlines, and a small feature 
on the International Year of Astronomy.

Remember, this is your newsletter - so please send us your feedback on how we 
can improve it, and what you would like to see.

We hope that your new year has got off to a great start! - Eds

By Suzannah Toulmin
and Isabel Varela

Upcoming EGSS events
Annual General Meeting (AGM)
Our AGM will be held January 15th, at 3:30pm, in the Tom Patten seminar room at Heriot-Watt . We ask that 
all members attend. Please consider joining the committee, as many of our current committee will be moving on 
within the next year -- we need your help to keep our society active!

Talk by Rhodri Thomas (Woodmackenzie)
“The UK offshore oil and gas industry - a bright future ahead: The story so far, the current climate and impact of the 
recent market turmoil, future challenges and opportunities”. Thursday January 15th, 5pm, Tom Patten seminar 
room, Heriot-Watt. The talk will be followed by a social dinner at an Indian restaurant with BYO.  Details TBA. 

Talk by Ian Mathieson  (Saqqara Geophysical Survey Project)
“Seeing beneath the sand.  Geophysics as a tool for Egyptian Archaeology”. Monday February 9th, 5pm, Main 
lecture theatre, Grant Institute, University of Edinburgh
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Paper of the Month
MacAyeal, D. R., E. A. Okal, R. C. Aster, and J. N. Bassis (2008). Seismic and hydroacoustic tremor generated 
by colliding icebergs, J. Geophys. Res., 113, F03011, http://dx.doi.org/10.1029/2008JF001005 

Letters to the Editor
We are introducing a new feature this month to give you space to say whatever you like -- whether it is to make 
a comment on something we have printed, or to discuss something you think might be of interest to the rest of 
the society.

Suggestions and Praise
This is a spectacular first edition - fantastic work, incredibly professional, thank you!

I suggest we could also have a "Papers Published" box to keep track of what everyone in ESR is researching. 
Whenever anyone gets a new paper published and on-line, perhaps they could email you the reference and 
web link?
 Andrew Curtis, Grant Institute

-- Thank you Andrew. We think your suggestion is a great idea -- and we plan to include it in future issues. So 
members, let us know when you submit or publish a paper and we will tell the rest of the society! - Eds
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Oily Curiosities

What is the relationship between oil and gold prices?

‘’ The idea that the oil price is an important driver of 
the gold price is the impression that you may get if 
you spend a lot of time reading or listening to the 
explanations in the mainstream financial press for 
why the gold market did what it did on a particular 
day. However, the reality is that oil price does not 
drive the gold price and the only reason the two 
markets have similar long-term trends is that they 
have one important long-term driver in common: 
monetary inflation. There is, however, an inverse 
relationship between the oil price and the prices 
of gold shares, but this relationship only comes to 
the fore during periods when the oil price is moving 
sharply lower or sharply higher relative to the gold 
price.’’ Steve Saville. 

Source:
http://www.gold-eagle.com/editorials_05/milhouse090506.html

By Mehdi Paidayesh

The North Britain Student Forum Needs You !!
The North Britain Student Forum is an annual event, now in its 16th year, co-organized by postgraduate research 
students from Heriot-Watt University, the University of Edinburgh and the University of Aberdeen. The forum aims 
to bring together students for a day of presentations related to Geoscience and Engineering topics. The 
cross-disciplinary nature of the event attracts contributions from geology, geophysics, reservoir and petroleum 
engineering and other related fields. Past events have been a great success and we hope this year will be no 
exception !

This year’s NBSF will be hosted by the University of Aberdeen on Tuesday 17th February 2009. The schedule will 
include student talks and poster presentations and a buffet lunch + refreshments will be served. We will end the 
day of research talks with prizes for the best presentations and wine and cheese reception before you return to 
Edinburgh by coach. The keynote speaker this year will be Professor David MacDonald, the Head of the School 
of Geosciences at Aberdeen University.

Registration for this event is free and you will be transported to and from Edinburgh by coach. The forum is open 
for abstract submissions (poster / talk) and we would like to encourage postgraduate research and MSc. students 
to contribute to and attend this event. This is an excellent opportunity for you to share your research and network 
with industry representatives. The deadline for abstract submission (email to NBSF@abdn.ac.uk) is January 18th 
2009. For further information please see the event poster at : 
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/geology/deptinfo/events/nbsf2008/nbsf2009poster.pdf 

The NBSF 2009 Team
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News from the Field

Show your good vibes
Please submit your contribution to any of our following sections:

- Paper or Photo of the month
- Notes from the road
- Letters to the Editors

- Any news you’d like to see on these pages
Note: Good vibrations is a digital newsletter, circulate it, don’t print it

 My Trip to China – November, 2008

It’s my pleasure to share with you my experience in Beijing - China. My mission to China basically was to 
undergo training on physical models building and seismic data acquisition for fracture detection analysis which 
is the core of my research. This exercise took place at the CNPC Geophysical Key laboratory in the China 
University of Petroleum - Beijing.

First of all, I tell you about my daily routine while in Beijing. I lodged in the international student hostel of the 
University. Every morning, I had to get up by 7am and get ready to go the laboratory which is about five minutes 
walk from the hostel. Communication was a bit challenging as the official language in the University is not 
English. Fortunately enough, there were Chinese students in the laboratory who were so enthusiastic in helping 
out in translation and taking me to the cafeteria for my meals. I must quickly mention that Chinese has lots of 
mouth-watering dishes which I am missing already. And so from the laboratory, the students will take me out for 
breakfast and lunch which is usually between 11 am and 1pm after which we observed a break and went back 
to the laboratory by 3pm. 

The training was a very smooth one. The professor in-charge of the laboratory usually had sessions with me in 
the afternoon during which we discussed the model building process and the choices of the model parameters. 
The model building exercise is so tedious and time consuming. The data acquisition itself is very straight forward 
as everything is done by automation. Once the acquisition geometry is defined and the parameters correctly 
specified, the modelling machine is left to complete the data acquisition process. 

It was not only a pure academic affair in Beijing. Beijing is among the most popular tourist destinations in China 
and the visit also afforded me the opportunity of visiting historic places like the Great wall, the Forbidden City, the 
Olympic park, the temple of heaven and the summer palace. The bird nest stadium which was the main venue 
of the last Olympic Games was a great sight to visit.

On the whole, my one-month visit to Beijing was a memorable one not only on the academic side but it also 
afforded me the opportunity of meeting very kind and loving Chinese people and learning a little about their 
culture. I learnt a lot from the wealth of experience of great scientists in my field of research and I hope to visit 
there again in the near future.  

The physical modelling machine. The 
experimental model soaked in water tank 
where 2D data were acquired

The Great wall of China. So many excited 
tourists/visitors climbing the wall.

By Aniekan (Martin) Ekanem
Geophysics Graduate Student, BGS

Around town
Society of interest

The Royal Society 
of Edinburgh 

http://www.rse.org.uk 
http://www.rse.org.uk/events/diarynov08.pdf 



New Facies
     

Photo of the Month
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Badwater Basin, Death Valley, California - taken December 2007. 

At 282 feet below sea level, the Badwater Basin is the lowest point in North America.

In the recent Holocene, streams of rich mineral elements flowed here from the surrounding mountains, filling the 
basin. With time, the climate became drier and the amount of water filling the basin decreased, leaving behind the 
briny solution which created this fantastic landscape. 

By Matteo Lupi

Special Announcements
Symposium to be held on 2-3 April:
Frontiers of Seismology 2009
Earthquake and Exploration Seismological Research 
A meeting for the UK seismological community
For more information please visit: 
http://www.quakes.bgs.ac.uk/seis09/

New Group Joins ESR
We are very pleased to welcome Brian Baptie's research 
group in the British Geological Survey into Edinburgh 
Seismic Research with unanimous support from the Board. 
Brian's group runs many of the UK's seismometers, both 
high-frequency and broad-band. They research many 
aspects of seismology including earthquake location, 
volcanic tremors, Earth structure and much more. Their 
group will provide ESR with the focus and expertise on 
earthquake seismology that we have missed up to now.
- Andrew Curtis

Reza Falahat
Topic: Gas and CO2 Injection 
           Monitoring
Supervisors: Asghar Shams &
           Prof. Colin MacBeth

Erick Alvarez
Topic:Establishing the dynamic 

calibration of 4D seismic 
Supervisor: Prof. Colin 

MacBeth 



Looking Up
The Universe is yours to discover, so why not start 
with what's above you? 

Every year the United Nations Educational 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) 
designates a small number of topics to globally 
focus research, media and funding. UNESCO 
years ultimately aim to improve the knowledge 
of people from all over the world: of all ages, and 
of all educational levels whether they be  from 
the First World or the Third World. 2009 is the 
International Year of Astronomy (IYA). 

The International Year of Astronomy, in part, 
celebrates a number of significant milestones in 

By Suzannah Toulmin
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The year ahead
Meetings and deadlines in 2009

• North Britain Student Forum , University 
of Aberdeen, Elphinstone Hall. Tuesday 
17th February
http://www.pet.hw.ac.uk/nbsg/nbsg_forum2009.htm

ABSTRACTS DUE: January 18th, 2009 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: January 23rd, 
2009 (register for FREE by sending an 
email to NBSF@abdn.ac.uk)

• Frontiers of Seismology - Earthquake 
and Exploration Seismological 
Research: A meeting for the UK seismo-
logical community.  2-3 April 2009 at  Our 
Dynamic Earth, Edinburgh. 
http://www.quakes.bgs.ac.uk/seis09/
ABSTRACTS DUE: January 31st, 2009
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: February 27th

• European Geosciences Union, General 
Assembly 2009 , Vienna, Austria, 19 – 24 
April 2009
http://meetings.copernicus.org/egu2009/
ABSTRACTS DUE: January 13th, 2009 
PRE-REGISTRATION: By March 31st, 2009

• 71st EAGE Conference & Exhibition 
incorporating SPE EUROPEC 2009 , 8 - 11 
June 2009, Amsterdam, Netherlands 
http://www.eage.org/events/index.php?eventid=103&evp=1
610&ActiveMenu=49&Opendivs=s2,s48

ABSTRACTS DUE: January 20th, 2009
PRE-REGISTRATION: By March 15th, 
2009

• SEG International Exposition and 79th 
Annual Meeting , Houston, Texas, USA, 
25–30 October 2009
http://www.seg.org/SEGportalWEBproject/portals/SEG_Onli
ne.portal?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=pg_gen_content&Doc_
Url=prod/SEG-Meetings/Mtgs-Upcoming-Mtgs/meetings.ht
m

ABSTRACTS DUE: April 8th, 2009
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: September 
2009

•  AGU Fall meeting , 14 – 18 December 
2009. Fall Meeting San Francisco, USA

Astronomy: 2009 marks both 400 years since Galileo first pointed his 
telescope towards the night sky,  and  (on 21st July),  40 years since the 
first moon landing. A number of events on the IYA calendar are using 
these milestones to get the public interested and actively participating in 
Astronomy. One such event, “100 hours of Astronomy”, taking place all 
over the world, aims to get as many people to look through a telescope 
in a 100 hour period from 2 - 5 April as possible. There will also be live 
web casts, and a 24 hour Global Star party where telescopes (including 
solar telescopes) all over the world, will be accessible for public viewing 
for 24 hours on April 4th.

There are in total eleven cornerstone global projects that together 
will help to achieve the main IYA2009 goals. They include, amongst 
other things, developing a cheap, easy to assemble telescope 
(Galileoscope), addressing the massive gender bias in academic 
astronomy (She is an Astronomer), preserving dark skies areas for 
clear night sky observations (Dark Skies Awareness), and bringing 
the wonders of astronomy to the attention of very young children 
(Universe Awareness: one place in the Universe) and wider audiences 
in non-traditional venues (From Earth to the Universe: the beauty of 
science). A full list of Cornerstone and Special Projects can be found 
at: http://www.astronomy2009.org/globalprojects/

There will be a number of events throughout the year in Edinburgh  
including a lecture series at the Royal Observatory for £55/£37 (conc)  
http://www.astronomy2009.co.uk/index.php?option=com_gem&task=view&id=40, 
in addition to the regular Monday night winter lecture series 
http://www.roe.ac.uk/vc/actpublic/lectures/ . Public sessions with the 
telescope at the Royal Observatory take place every Friday evening 
from 7 pm to 8:45 pm - £4 adults, $3 children, bookings are essential. 
http://www.roe.ac.uk/vc/actpublic/observing/ Outdoor artwork, as 
part of the From Earth to the Universe project, will also be on display 
in Edinburgh. More information can be found at
http://www.astronomy2009.co.uk/index.php/from-earth-projectsmenu-
47

IYA2009 will officially be launched on Thursday 15th of January at 
UN headquarters in Paris. Make sure that you check out the IYA2009 
homepage, and get involved! http://www.astronomy2009.org/



Contact
Good Vibrations egss.news@googlemail.com
Social Events egss.social@googlemail.com
Society mailing list studentsegsociety@lists.ed.ac.uk
EGSS website www.geos.ed.ac.uk/seismic/students.html

Committee
President: Tom Guest

Treasurer: Mehdi Paydayesh
Secretary: Isabel Varela

Social Secretaries:
Suzannah Toulmin & David Halliday

- Be A Familiar and Tango in 
the Attic, Tues Jan 20th, 7 pm
Glasgow septet Be A Familiar 
with a kaleidoscopic sound 
featuring cello, violin and 
trumpet.
Cabaret Voltaire,
36-38 Blair Street
Edinburgh, EH1 1QR, Scotland
Phone: 0131 220 6176
Website: 
www.thecabaretvoltaire.com

Other Hot Spots
•  14th Jan (Weds) 7:30 pm:  Enlisting geology in fighting disease and organised crime. Dr Ed Stephens (St 
   Andrews University) . Edinburgh Geological Society lecture, Hutton Lecture Theatre, Grant Institute, University 
   of Edinburgh.

•  16th Jan (Fri) 4pm : A Ground, Airborne and Satellite Study of Snow on the North Slope of Alaska. Dr Richard 
Essery (Edinburgh University). Old Library, Institute of Geography, Drummond Street, UoE

•  18th Jan :  Abstract Deadline for North Britain Students Forum

•  22nd Jan (Thurs) 6:30pm : Charles Lapworth and the Highland Controversy - Maps, mountains and madness. 
Prof. Paul Smith (Lapworth Museum, University of Birmingham). Aberdeen Geological Society seminar. Lecture 
Theatre 1, Meston Building, University of Aberdeen

•  28th Jan (Weds) 7:30pm.  Towards Deep Geological Disposal of UK Radioactive Waste. Prof. Simon Harley 
(Edinburgh University). Edinburgh Geological Society lecture, Hutton Lecture Theatre, Grant Institute, University 
of Edinburgh

•  31st Jan (Sat):  Abstract Deadline for Frontiers of Seismology

•  5th Feb (Thurs) 1pm: Roel Sneider, Hutton Lecture Theatre, Grant Institute, University of Edinburgh

•  11th Feb (Weds) 7:30pm:  Prof. Richard Worden (University of Liverpool). Edinburgh Geological Society 
lecture, Hutton Lecture Theatre, Grant Institute, University of Edinburgh

•  12th Feb (Thurs) 6pm:  Coalbed Methane: Conventional Gas and Unconventional Resource. Keith Lough 
(Composite Energy). Scottish Oil Club. The Royal Scots Club, 30 Abercromby Place, Edinburgh

•  12th Feb (Thurs) 6:30pm:  “I, a geologist...” – Darwin on and off field vehicle Beagle. Dr Lyall Anderson 
(Sedgwick Museum, Cambridge). Aberdeen Geological Society seminar. Lecture Theatre 1, Meston Building, 
University of Aberdeen.

•  12th Feb (Thurs) 7:30pm:  Neoproterozoic Earth History as written in the Scottish-Irish Highlands. Dr Tony 
Prave (St Andrews University). Geological Society of Glasgow seminar. Gregory Building, University of Glasgow

By Suzannah
Toulmin

Edinburgh Geophysical Student Society Newsletter  •  Volume 2  •  Issue 1  •  Page 6  •  January 2009

Low Signal to Noise
- Burns Day Celebration, Sun Jan 25th
Exciting programme of events in double 
celebration for the 250th anniversary of 
the birth of Rabbie Burns and the start 
of the National Year of Homecoming, 
including a performance and workshops 
by Scottish writer Matthew Fitt. Events 
take place all day. No booking necessary.
National Museum of Scotland: 2 
Chambers Street, Edinburgh, EH1 1JF
Phone: 0131 247 4422, 
Website: www.nms.ac.uk

- Chinese New Year Film Season:  
Mon Jan 26th to Sun Feb 1st
http://www.filmhousecinema.com/seasons/chin
ese-new-year/

- Middle Eastern Film Festival:
Sat Jan 31st  – Thur Feb 19th
http://www.filmhousecinema.com/seasons/mid
dle-eastern-film-festival-2009/

Both seasons play The Filmhouse:
88 Lothian Road, Edinburgh, EH3 
9BZ. Ph 0131 228 2688


