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Editorial
Or what’s this all about?
Hi members!

It is amazing to think that EGSS formed more than a year ago. In that 
time we have hosted a number of very exciting social and scientific 
events. Now, in an effort to get you, our members, to interact more, we 
bring you Good Vibrations.

Good Vibrations is your newsletter. A place to showcase your recent 
publications, publish your striking images, and put to print your 
experiences of field work or internships. But to do it, we need your help. 
If you do something you think the rest of our membership will be 
interested in, then let us know. We have set up an email address just for 
this purpose: egss.news@googlemail.com.

We will also use the pages of Good Vibrations to keep you posted on 
what EGSS has been up to and what we are planning and to let you 
know about upcoming geophysical events in Edinburgh and the rest of 

By Suzannah Toulmin
and Isabel Varela

Upcoming EGSS events
Talk by Anton Ziolkowski (PGS/MTEM)
“The MTEM story: How a good idea became a business - 
and how easily it could have failed”. December 3rd, 5pm, 
Grant Institute, Main Lecture Theatre, EU

Talk by Rhodri Thomas (Woodmackenzie)
“The UK offshore oil and gas industry - a bright future 
ahead: The story so far, the current climate and impact 
of the recent market turmoil, future challenges and 
opportunities”. January 15th, 5pm, Tom Patten seminar 
room, Heriot-Watt  

By Tom Guest

Welcome to the first edition of the EGSS 
newsletter. Firstly I would like to thank 
Isabel and Suzannah for being the main 
driving force in putting all of this together. 

The main aim of the newsletter is to keep 
the society more up to date with relevant 
activities spanning all three institutes. If 
you would like to contribute anything then 
please get in touch with us.

As mentioned in a previous email, we are 
currently in the middle of officially 
becoming a student section of the EAGE. 
This opens up lots of funding 
opportunities for both the society and 
you. If you wish to find out more take a 
look at the student section of the EAGE 
website.

You will also be aware that after the 
Christmas break we will be holding 
elections for a new committee. If anybody 
would like to nominate themselves for 
any position then please let your institute 
representative know.

Tyninghame, Midlothian

By Alexandra BirchPhoto of the Month

Presidents
Eruption

continued on page 2...
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Presidents
Eruption

Paper of the Month
David Halliday, Andrew Curtis, Dirk-Jan van Manen, Johan 
Robertsson 2007. Interferometric surface wave isolation and 
removal. Geophysics, Vol. 72, No. 5, pp.A69–A73”

Show your good vibes
Please submit your contribution to any of our following sections:

- Paper of the month
- Photo of the month
- Notes from the road
- Letters to the Editors

- Any news you’d like to see on these pages
Note: Good vibrations is a digital newsletter, circulate it, don’t print it

Editorial
...continued from page 1

Scotland. We will also bring your 
attention to interesting events, 
discoveries and ideas in the wider 
geophysical community.

Don't forget, this is your newsletter. 
So please let us know what you think 
of the first edition, and send us lots of 
feedback on what you'd like to see 
printed. And get those photographs, 
ideas, and stories of internships and 
field work rolling in!

Finally, have a safe and happy 
holiday break!

Oily Curiosities
How many gallons of gasoline come from a barrel of oil?
Each 42-gallon barrel makes about 19½ gallons of gasoline.

How much oil does the world consume each day?
The total world consumption of crude oil in 1996 was 71.7 million barrels per 
day (there are 42 US gallons in a barrel, or 159 litres). OPEC estimates that 
total world oil consumption could reach around 100 million barrels per day by 
the year 2020. (From OPEC Annual Statistical Bulletin: 1996, OWEM Scenarios Report: 
1998.) www.opec.org/faqs.htm

What is the future of oil production?
EIA estimates that, based on recent USGS estimates of the global oil 
resource base, worldwide oil production is likely to continue increasing for 
more than three decades.
www.eia.doe.gov/pub/oil_gas/petroleum/presentations/2000/long_term_supply/sld020.htm

By Mehdi Paydayesh

Geoscience Art Collective

The Geoscience Art Collective (GAC) formed earlier this year 
within the School of Geosciences of Edinburgh University as 
a platform to foster collaboration between local scientific and 
artistic communities. 

The first event organised by GAC in this academic year is 
an exhibition of artists Emma Hambly’s work. After being a 
researcher in biology, where she completed postdoctoral 
studies, Emma is now a student at the Edinburgh College 
of Art.

Emma’s work will be displayed in the foyer of the Crew 
Building, at King’s Buildings, University of Edinburgh.

By Isabel Varela

photo above: installation by Emma Hambly

www.geos.ed.ac.uk/artcollective/
Contact: James Howie
J.E.Howie@sms.ed.ac.uk
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News from the Field
Yungui reports from Houston      By Yungui Xu

I am very pleased to do my internship at Marathon Oil Company in Houston from Aug. 4 till now. The 
project team I work in is Reservoir Characterisation (RC) of Upstream Technology. And my work here 
is to develop a geophysical plug-in for GOCAD which is a geological model building tool developed by 
Paradigm, an international company of geoscience software.

Firstly I’d like to talk a little bit about my life in Houston. Every morning I struggle to get up at 6 am. After 
finishing breakfast, I hurry to the office by taking about 20 minutes walk. The first thing is switching on 
my laptop and check my email-box, and whether there is any seminar or meeting. Then it follows the 
work time. Every two days I need to discuss about the workflow with my advisor and report my questions 
or progress. My advisor is a nice and humorous guy and teaches me how to use the GOCAD system 
step by step. Meanwhile I have to refer to many books to get to understand the scheme written in the 
codes. Lunch is an enjoyable time. I go to the cafeteria and pick some Mexican food, which is more 
similar to Chinese food (I am Chinese). I like it. During lunch time I usually exchange ideas and new 
information with my colleagues. Normally I work until 4:10 pm. If I work for 9 hours a day, I can take one 
day off every 2 weeks (that day is called Flex Day). Most people are usually fully dressed from Monday 
to Thursday, and Friday is the casual time of t-shirts and jeans. I like Friday more. On the weekend I like 
to talk with my family online, take a walk on the street and play basketball at Houston University with my 
friends.

Secondly, one thing I never expected here was hurricane Ike. Believe it or not, some people here never 
had such an impressive experience of a hurricane in the past 20 years. But I had one in my first 3 
months.  Ike came to visit Houston on the night of Saturday Sept. 13th. We got the news of Ike on Sept. 
8th and worked until the 11th of September. On the 11th, many people in Houston evacuated from the 
town and moved to other cities in the northwest of Texas, especially the people who live just near the 
shore of the Gulf of Mexico. However, most people in Houston chose to stay and meet Ike, including 
me. From 11 Sept. people gathered in the shops or super food markets, bought food, drinks and other 
daily expendables for the coming Ike, because of the possible power cut and water shortage. On 12 
Sept. most people stayed at home, watching TV and checking every detail about Ike. Finally in the 
middle of the night of 13 Sept., Ike came with terrible storms and huge wind. I could feel trembling in our 
apartment. A power cut followed but tap water was OK. Ike stopped on the morning of 14 Sept. People 
began to feel relieved. When I went out on the street, I found broken trees and branches everywhere, 
and some houses were damaged during the night. All the traffic light and transportation facilities were 
of because of the power cut. I could not even use my cell phone due to not having signal. The whole 
city took the following week to recover from the huge disaster and some areas took longer -- up to three 
weeks. Luckily, news came that only 3 or 4 people died in Ike. And I had to stay in my flat and had bread 
and apples as food for three days. Power recovered on 17 Sept. in my area.

My three months internship is a little longer for me. However, time passed quickly and I am looking 
forward to going back to Edinburgh to reunite with my families and my colleagues there. My return 
flight is on 8 Nov. Very soon.



Contact
Good Vibrations egss.news@googlemail.com
Social Events egss.social@googlemail.com
Society mailing list studentsegsociety@lists.ed.ac.uk
EGSS website www.geos.ed.ac.uk/seismic/students.html

Committee
President: Tom Guest

Treasurer: Mehdi Paydayesh
Secretary: Isabel Varela

Social Secretaries:
Suzannah Toulmin & David Halliday

Around town
Societies of interest

• Heriot-Watt Institute of Petroleum Engineering 
• British Geological Survey   
• School of Geosciences Edinburgh University 

• Edinburgh Geological Society 
• Scottish Oil Club  
• The Mining Institute of Scotland  
• Geological Society of Glasgow  
• University of Aberdeen   
• Scottish Universities Environmental Research Centre   

      www.pet.hw.ac.uk
                www.bgs.ac.uk
                www.geos.ed.ac.uk

www.edinburghgeolsoc.org
www.scottishoilclub.org.uk
www.mining-scotland.org
www.geologyglasgow.org.uk
www.abdn.ac.uk/geology

www.gla.ac.uk/surrc

Low Signal to 
Noise

Edinburgh's Hogmanay:
Torchlight Procession
29 December 2008, 6:00pm 
Starting point: St Giles 
Cathedral

Lighting up
Christmas lights will be turned 
on in St. Patrick's Square, 9 Dec 
18.00 at St. Patrick's Square, 
Edinburgh, EH8 9EZ

Cadenza at Christmas
Regal Brass presents festive 
music and Christmas carols 
from different parts of the world! 
Saturday 13th December 
2008 7.30pm. Polwarth Parish 
Church,
Polwarth Terrace, Edinburgh. 
Tickets: £8, £6 (concessions). 
Tel: 01383 851279.

New Facies
      John Gonzales
      Topic: Seismic modelling
      Supervisor: Andrew Curtis

Yan Zaretskiy
Topic: Low-salinity waterflooding

in carbonate rocks
Supervisor: Sebastian Geiger

Other Hot Spots
•  8th Dec.(Mon) 12pm: 'That's why it's called interpretation.' Uncertainties in models created from seismic data. 
   Clare Bond (Midland Valley). University of Aberdeen seminar series. Room 118, School of Geosciences, 
   University of Aberdeen

•  10th Dec (Weds) 7:30 pm: Arc-continent collision: complex geology and the growth of continents. Prof. John 
   Dewey (Univ. of Oxford). Edinburgh Geological Society James Wright Memorial Lecture, Hutton Lecture Theatre, 
   Grant Institute, University of Edinburgh

•  11th Dec (Thurs) 6:30pm:  Laser Scanning – Lighting up the Rocks. Dr Ken McCaffrey (Univ. of Durham). 
   Aberdeen Geological Society . Lecture Theatre 1, Meston Building, University of Aberdeen

2009:
•   8th Jan (Thurs) 7:30pm: 'Stone Voices': Geodiversity. Geopoetics and Reading the Landscape. Prof. John 
   Gordon (Scottish Natural Heritage). Geological Society of Glasgow seminar. Gregory Building, University of 
   Glasgow

•  14th Jan (Weds) 7:30pm:  Enlisting geology in fighting disease and organised crime. Dr Ed Stephens (St 
   Andrews University) . Edinburgh Geological Society lecture, Hutton Lecture Theatre, Grant Institute, University 
   of Edinburgh.

By Suzannah
Toulmin
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