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“An ecosystem is a dynamic complex of plant, 
animal and micro-organism communities and 
the nonliving environment interacting as a 
functional unit.”
“Ecosystem services are the benefits people 
receive from ecosystems”

(Millennium Ecosystem Assessment)



A conventional view?
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A view for the future?
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Another Millennium Challenge!



Society, Ecosystems & Development
• People and communities are at the heart of 

their ecosystems.

• People need to capture and derive services 
from ecosystems.

• People are the solution…
– but they need to be empowered with skills and 

knowledge and supported by effective social 
structures, institutions, markets and systems of 
governance.


