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Outline

1. Our Global Challenges.
2. Setting the scene.

3. Three departure points influencing
Our Common Future.

4. Three ways to start building
Our Common Future.
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Another set of Global Challenges!

Development
Goals

" We will spare no effort to free our fellow men, women,
and children from the abjecl and dehumanizing
conditions of extreme poverty,to which more than a
billion of them are currently subjected. '

United Nabions Millenniom Declaration - September 2000
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@ Eradicate extreme poverty and & Improve maternal health
hunger
€3 Achieve universal primany education () Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other
diseases
€} Promote gender eqguality and ) Ensure environmental sustainability
EMPOWET WOMEn
) Reduce child mortality () Develop a global partnership for

development



When we talk about the future

One World... -
One Outcome...

One Chance!




Our Common Future?
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A Perfect Storm

Averting a perfect storm of shortages

Overview ||El:le=m:a'5 mla_| Mega-cities || Lifestyles |

By Stephen Mulvey PERFECT STORM 2030
BRC Mews
THE PROBLEM

A grim forecast for 2030
[nere will be two Dillion more

The world's rising population, 1950-2050
Europe [ Africa | Asia [ Latin America [l Morthern America [l Oceania

Billion peoplz, and not enough food
o T . -
! Projected beyond 2008 Cities drain resources
i Migrants swell cities that suck
] E in water, food and energy
L China's energy hunger
6 China is investing in wind = but
coal remans king
4 California’s "dust bowl"
Farms in Czhforma's Central
Walley are steadily drying out
2

Leasing Ukraine
Foreigners are taking over
tracts of the ex-breadbasket

o
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SOURCE: UN

SOLUTIONS

[Eem=— How to grow more food
Sciantists say new Crops can
helg - and GM would be useful

As the world's population grows, competition for food, water
and energy will increase. Food prices will rise, more people will

go hungry, and migrants will flee the worst-affected regions. Will we change our ways?
Some will - but many remain

That's the zimple idea at the heart climate-change sceptics

of the warning from John BEC correspondents explors the wiewpoint: EU 'not helping’
Beddington, the UK government's  forecast by UK chief scientist Jahn ‘:"d_'“'anFE’g in agriculture rigk .
chief scientific adviser, of a Beddington, of a “perfect storm” of being "hampered by regulators

food, water and energy shortages in

possible crsis in 2030, 2030, They also consider what




or perhaps earlier?
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Not just Climate Change
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Hijacked by climate change?

By Richard Black
Environment correspondent, BBC Mews wabsite

Have China’s population curbs helped the global environment

As the UN climate summit in Copenhagen approaches,
exhortations that "we must get a deal" and warnings that
climate change is "the greatest challenge we face as a species”
are to be heard in virtually every political forum.

Explore the BEC

SEE ALSD
v The battle for birth defects answers
29 Jul 09| UK
+ Population: Tha elephant in the room
02 Feb 09 | Science & Environment
v Road particles pose higher nsk’
09 Jun 09 | Scence & Enviranment
v Water - another global ‘crisis'?
02 Feb 09 | Ecience & Environment
+ World 'to fail’ on nature target
13 Cct 08 | Soience & Environment
¢+ Snared in a homemade 'HNitroNet’
08 Jul 08 | Secience & Environmernit
¢ Birth rate 'harms poverty goals'
08 Dec 06 | Science & Environment
+ Humans failing the sustainability audit
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Time for Reflection

Business As Usual will
probably lead to the
heart of the perfect storm
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Avoiding the “Perfect Storm”
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Three Starting Points




1. Put People First

 People and com st be at the heart

ife



2. Our Future will be
Radically Different!




3. We Need Scenarios!




Three Starting Points

o It’s all about people.
« The future will be radically different from
the recent past

e We need to build a shared vision for
Our Common Future
— Scenarios will help us do this
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Our Personal Futures.

e Researchers:

— Can help by putting people and society at the heart of
their work and developing the integrative science
required to address the major global challenges.

* Policy Makers:

— Can help by asking the right questions; being willing
to work over longer time-scales, and by adopting
joined-up responses to global challenges.

e The Media:

— Can help by communicating the issues, promoting
positive debate and engaging the public.
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