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Outline

1. Our Global Challenges.
2. Setting the scene.
3. Three departure points influencing

Our Common Future.
4. Three ways to start building

Our Common Future.
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Another set of Global Challenges!



When we talk about the future

One World…

One Outcome…

One Chance!



Our Common Future?



A Perfect Storm by 2030?



or perhaps earlier?



Not just Climate Change



Time for Reflection

Business As Usual will 
probably lead to the 

heart of the perfect storm



Avoiding the “Perfect Storm”
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Three Starting Points



1. Put People First
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• People and communities must be at the heart 
of building their own future.

• People need to have the rights, ability and 
opportunities to have a life beyond the minimum 
required for survival.

• People are the solution…
– but they may need to be empowered with skills and 

knowledge and provided with good systems of 
governance.



2. Our Future will be 
Radically Different!

• We are living through a time of unprecedented 
change.
– The rate of change.
– The amount of change.

• The recent past may be a very poor predictor of 
the immediate future.
– The financial crisis demonstrated the risks 

associated with statistical prediction of the future.
• Global Challenges need to be addressed 

together, not in isolation.



3. We Need Scenarios!
• We need integrated “models” exploring the 

linkages between the global challenges.
– Providing scenarios to inform debate about the 

future.
• The models need to explore practical policy 

options to address the main global challenges.
• The models need deliver scenarios that are 

relevant to people and society.
– What could Our Common Future look like?
– What are the positive messages to engage the 

public?



Three Starting Points

• It’s all about people.
• The future will be radically different from 

the recent past
• We need to build a shared vision for 

Our Common Future
– Scenarios will help us do this



Our Personal Futures.
• Researchers:

– Can help by putting people and society at the heart of 
their work and developing the integrative science 
required to address the major global challenges.

• Policy Makers:
– Can help by asking the right questions; being willing 

to work over longer time-scales, and by adopting 
joined-up responses to global challenges.  

• The Media:
– Can help by communicating the issues, promoting 

positive debate and engaging the public.


