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Another set of Challenges



A Perfect Storm?





Not just Climate Change



We need to change!
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Time for Reflection

Business As Usual will 
probably lead to the 

heart of the perfect storm



What is “Our Common Future”



Three Starting Points

• Global Challenges are about people.
– Consider their impacts on people.
– Treat people as the solution rather than a problem.

• Our future (to 2030 & beyond) will be radically 
different from the past.
– Business As Usual will not be sustainable.

• We need scenarios for the world’s future.
– To inform global debate.
– To empower society.



Global Challenges and UoE



UoE’s Responses
• Start with our own staff and students. 

– How will they be affected?
– How can they contribute?

• Teaching (Building Capacity)
– Needs to change to meet the needs of a rapidly 

changing world
– Needs to Empower People to act to improve our 

common future.
• Research & Knowledge Transfer

– Our responsibility to serve & empower society
– Building scenarios for the future
– Providing knowledge, technology & skills to contribute 

to the future.



Needs & Opportunities for UoE

• Edinburgh needs to continue changing to adapt 
to global challenges in order to maintain and 
enhance its position as a leading university in 
the world.

• Edinburgh has the opportunity to lead the world 
in responding to global challenges.
– Through our research.
– In the way that we interact with our own community.
– In the way that we conduct our core business to meet 

the needs of global society.


